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Message from the Diocesan President – Looking to the future
Dear fellow members,
Many thanks for travelling this journey with me as Mothers’
Union, Diocese of Leeds became established, for your
commitment as a member and for your love and support
during my six years as your Diocesan President. It has been
a joy and a privilege to serve. I have had much support and
there are so many people to say “Thank You” to.
I was thrilled that so many members attended the
18th November Diocesan Council meeting. Everyone was
happy to be together after not meeting up during the
pandemic. We enjoyed worship and fellowship and it was an
opportunity for me to thank all the Trustees and Officers who have worked so hard to ensure MU in
the Leeds Diocese is moving forward. I was humbled to receive lovely gifts of an engraved vase and
flowers and a gift of money. I thank everyone who contributed for their generosity.
I know you will welcome Elaine Swinhoe as she takes up the role of Diocesan President in 2022,
support her with your prayers and your help in any way you can.
I send Blessings for the Advent and Christmas seasons and for the new triennium when the theme for
2022 will be TRANSFORMATION – NOW! Yes, now is the time when we take this opportunity to look to
the future with a fresh vision.
“For with God nothing shall be impossible” (Luke 1:37)
With love and prayers always
Jean

Message from Elaine Swinhoe – Diocesan President Elect
As we come to the end of this triennium and look forward to a new one it is good to reflect on what
has been a strange and challenging period in all our own lives and in the experience of Mothers’
Union nationally and locally. We give thanks to God that despite
everything we can look forward to a future of fellowship and
service. There have been some changes that will stay with us and
some older methods of working that will be left behind, but we will
continue to pursue our vision of a world where everyone prospers
through prayer and action.
I would like to pay tribute to Jean who has worked tirelessly over
the last six years, first steering the setting up of the new Diocese of
Leeds Mothers’ Union and then through the Covid-affected last
couple of years. She has been an inspiration and example to us all
and I value the help she has already given me as I prepare to take on
the role of Diocesan President next year. I confess that I will take on the
role with some trepidation, but I know I will have the help of God by his Holy Spirit and also the
prayerful support of you all. Elaine
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Welcome to our new Trustee Board 2022-24
We assure them of our best wishes and prayers as they
prepare to take on these roles
Bradford
Area President – Vacant
General Trustee – Evelyn Haigh

Huddersfield
Area President – Julia Tum
General Trustee – Trees Fewster

Leeds
Area President – Pat Ainsworth
General Trustee – Daryl Kelly

Ripon
Area President – Margaret Crawford
General Trustee – Barbara Vaughan

Wakefield
Area President – Sue Atherton
General Trustee – Gillian Wilks
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Well done, Sophie!!
Mary Marshall, Member Development

mary.thorpe@btinternet.com

MUe News
For my last report for MUe, I would like to thank you all for so
generously supporting MUe whenever you can. The Turnover
Related Grant we have received each year has meant that the
Diocese has had well over £1000 each year to spend on our local
projects. My personal thanks to all the Branches who have
welcomed me to your meetings.
From 2022 the following reps will be available to take your
orders/visit your branches and, of course, you can always order
directly from Mary Sumner House (do make sure you quote
Leeds Diocese on your order):Hilary Pollard for Huddersfield Area, Margaret Bentley for Leeds Area, Teddy Foster for
Wakefield Area and Gina Netherwood for Pontefract.
HOWEVER, we desperately need someone in the Bradford & Ripon Areas. Could that be YOU?
Please contact me if you would like more information.
The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Collection is now available! Order from your Area Rep or through
the website.
Margaret Stears, MUe Team Leader
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Outreach Update
A SUMMER OF FUN – AT LAST!
It is so good to report that AFIA holidays have taken place again this year after the total
cancellation of all holidays in 2020. 38 holidays have been given, meaning 98 adults (6 with
special needs) and 78 children (4 with special needs) have had a break Away From It All.
Amongst these were a recently bereaved family, NHS workers, asylum seekers, a pastor and of
course families who just desperately needed a break from a hard everyday life. Just one
comment from a holiday maker: ‘Thank you so much for this amazing experience. We needed
this holiday so much just to be free from all the dramas of our everyday lives, everything has
been so negative for the past year and to be able to have fun with the kids and enjoy ourselves
was brilliant. Thank you.’
Thank you for all you do to raise the funds to keep our two caravans in operation. Thanks also
to Denise Barret our AFIA officer who works tirelessly to keep referrals and bookings running
smoothly and is already received some referrals for next year!

SPREADING SOME CHRISTMAS CHEER!
Last Christmas we partnered with The Angel Tree project to help provide Christmas gifts for the
children of prisoners. This Christmas we are linking up with one of the Baby Banks and we are
to provide Christmas gifts for a family of a Mum with four children. Thank you for supporting
the Outreach fund and making this possible.
Yvonne Hutson, Outreach Team Leader

Prayer Update
16 Days of Activism 25th November – 10th December
Each day of these 16 days please use the Prayer Diary that
came with the latest edition of Connected.
As we come together to focus our prayers on the topic of
Gender-Based Violence we make a stand for change and
improve our understanding of the impact it has.

Wave of Prayer 8th-10th January
The service has been circulated (branch envelope from council) and
each episcopal area has allocated times.
May the prayer time and fellowship together be the start of a positive
year as we take up the 2022 theme of Transformation------NOW!
The Prayer Team pray that the coming season be filled with peace and
blessings.
Hilary Fielding, Prayer Team Leader
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Direct Debit Payment for 2022
Many thanks to all members who signed up to pay their
subscriptions for 2022 by Direct Debit. The deadline for
signing up has now passed but, if you missed it this time,
there will be the opportunity to do so again next Autumn.
If you pay by Direct Debit and also wish to make a donation
to the work of Mothers’ Union you will need to send a
cheque payable to “Diocese of Leeds Mothers’ Union” to
our Diocesan Treasurer, Paul Leeming, or make a bank transfer. Many thanks!

Dates for your Diary
Halifax Minster Christmas Tree Festival
3rd - 6th December 10-4pm (12-4pm Sunday)
Over 30 decorated and sparkling Christmas trees on
display including a tree for MU
Adults £2, Children FREE
Refreshments available
Commissioning Service 2022 - Diocese of Leeds Mothers’ Union
Led by the Bishop of Leeds
On Saturday 22nd January 2022 at Wakefield Cathedral at 2pm,
Elaine Swinhoe will be commissioned as Diocesan President along
with Trustees, Team Leaders, Chaplains and Officers. Please
encourage as many members as possible to attend – this is a time to
unite across the Diocese and welcome our new leaders for the 202224 Triennium.
We look forward to seeing you there!

Thank you to Eileen Warburton – A service
was held at Walton in the Wakefield Area followed by
a presentation to Eileen on her retirement as
Episcopal Area President. Ann Francis, Secretary,
made the presentation, Sue Atherton, incoming Area
President is on the left next to Fr Tim Stevens, Area
Chaplain, who led the service, and Bishop Tony.
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Boroughbridge Mothers’ Union Bounces Back…..safely
How wonderful after 18months of communicating by email, post and telephone to
start meeting again……albeit with precautions. September saw a well-attended
Service of Thanksgiving and Re-dedication where we welcomed two new members.
In October we had our Summer….well more Autumn of Hope event with an
afternoon tea, raffle and home-made stall. A fantastic £300.00 was made and it was
such a lovely afternoon too with visitors to both events from other local Mothers’
Unions branches and support from our churches. An appeal to our members for gifts
and festive food to help the City of Ripon Salvation
Army provide Christmas treats for the less fortunate
brought a smile of appreciation to Alison’s face when
bags of goodies were delivered. November plans will
see us prayerfully supporting our MU campaign
#NOMORE1in3 and 16days of Activism during
November.
We are blessed to receive the Advent message of
HOPE, LOVE, JOY and PEACE ….. the gifts we all
receive from God and as MU members we are
challenged to pass these gifts on. After such a dark
time for everyone it is good to feel Christ’s light
shining all around.
Margaret Crawford

Anti-slavery service at Cumberworth
A very powerful service was held at Cumberworth recently. Everyone made
paper chains, then each member went up one at a time to join them together.

Happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year to you all!
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