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Alleluia! CHRIST is Risen
After an extraordinary Lent and Holy Week, we now celebrate an extraordinary
Easter season, finding resurrection joy in a time of lockdown, hardship, sickness
and death. But we are also witnessing a huge outpouring of generosity, selflessness and heroism.
So much has changed in such a short time, and our churches have responded
swiftly and remarkably. Clergy and lay people have become proficient in livestreaming and other ways of sustaining worship and fellowship virtually. Many
churches are reaching out in service to their neighbourhoods, through delivering
food and other support to neighbours, telephoning isolated people and volunteering in other ways. Many in our congregations work in the NHS or as other
key workers on the front-lines of our fight against the Covid-19 virus.
I was pleased to hear from the police and others in the District that there has
been such a good response to calls for people to stay home over the Easter weekend. Leaders from other faiths have joined Christian leaders in calling for our
communities not to go out at this time of the year in which Christians, Jews,
Sikhs and Muslims all celebrate important festivals.
As the lockdown continues and the challenges grow, let us remember and live
out that we are an Easter people. I pray that, like the first disciples, we will experience the risen Jesus walking through locked doors and calling us to follow
him in new and costly ways. Some of us are busier than ever; some of us have
extra time on our hands. Whatever our personal situation, this crisis calls for
prayer and solidarity with those who are most vulnerable, and especially with
our sisters and brothers in parts of the world without a NHS.
I have found Easter joy in reading this edition of the BEAN, and I commend it to
you!
Grateful to God for you, and with my continued prayers,
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A prayer for all
those affected by
coronavirus
Keep us, good Lord,
under the shadow of your mercy.
Sustain and support the anxious,
be with those who care for the
sick,
and lift up all who are brought
low;
that we may find comfort
knowing that nothing can separate
us from your love
in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Amen.

Messy Baptism
Three young members of
Riddlesden Messy Church
were baptised in January at
our first ever Messy Baptism at Riddlesden St Mary
Primary School. They are
pictured here with their

Several members of St
Mary’s and St Luke’s

Bishop Toby on a short visit on 16th
March . The Bishop was our guest to
present the cup to the winning EcoGarden design team after a House competition involving all of years 7 to
10. The winning plan from McMilan
house will transform the Chapel garden.
After that he spoke to the whole of Year
11 about our reaction to fear. The
background of this was impending exams and the coronavirus. The Year 11s
listened intently to the Bishop reminding them that Christians believe that we
have a loving Heavenly Father and that
this knowledge drives out fear. Knowing we are God’s children stops us
freezing in the face of fear and allows us
to be free to thrive and to even think of
others.
Bishop Toby then visited a lunchtime
club in our Salvation Army Sanctuary
and a Year 8 Form Group having their
‘Chapel Time’.
Revd Stuart Hacking, Chaplain
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support – and all the staff at
Riddlesden St Mary Primary
School came to watch as
well. The children were
presented not just with candles, Baptism certificates
and books but also with spe-

parents.

Immanuel College welcomed

Churches came along to

cial prayer blankets that had
been knitted by members of
St Mary’s Church

Yorkshire Camps
In March, U:nite youth group took 38 young people, aged 11-18 years, from across
the Episcopal Area, to spend the weekend at Yorkshire Camps, near Threshfield, N.
Yorks. Along with 11 leaders, they took part in various outdoor activities, including go karting and combat archery, as well as the famous ‘Warrior Run’ assault
course, rather less muddy than last year! There was also plenty of time together to
worship and study the bible with Tony Brown, an evangelist from Bradford, who
challenged us on ‘Who Do You Think You Are’ and our identity in Christ. It was a
fantastic weekend, full of great fun, fellowship and food, and so encouraging to
know we have such a great bunch of young people in Bradford!!

Grant making
trusts
At this time many parishes who
are on the front line of offering
help to those in need are finding that they are incurring more
expenses at a time when their
income is falling. The Stewardship Team have put together
some info in their recent

Money for Mission newsletter
which has tips on how to raise
money. There are also funds
being made available from the
following organisations:

Cathedral Sing!

https://leedscf.org.uk/

Cathedral Sing! recently welcomed 150 local primary school children to Bradford

The Charities Aid Founda-

Cathedral for a morning filled with workshops, performances and a final service in

tion has launched a rapid re-

front of parents and guardians. The event, which followed a tour of primary

sponse fund to help smaller char-

schools in the Bradford District as part of the ‘Golden Ticket’ scheme, was a huge

itable organisations affected by

success with over 80 signing up to the Saturday Singers. Graham Thorpe, Assistant

the impact of Covid-19. Grants

Director of Music at Bradford Cathedral said: “We were absolutely delighted with

of up to £10,000 will help them

the success of Cathedral Sing! The participants loved the day, when they were able

to continue to deliver much

to learn some new songs, meet other children from across Bradford and sing to

needed support to our commu-

their parents at the end. Auditions will be open to children across Bradford. We

nities across the UK.

are all thoroughly looking forward to the next steps in our outreach and recruitment programme!”
Though Cathedral Sing! may be over for another year, the music department are always delighted to hear from any children and families who are interested in joining the cathedral’s
choirs, and they can be contacted via alex.berry@bradfordcathedral.org Although we can’t

The National Lottery Community Fund is to commit up to £300
million over the next six months
to help charities tackling the
coronavirus crisis.

hold auditions at the moment if you are interested in being a part of the choirs then please
register your interest by emailing Luke Johnson luke.johnson@bradfordcathedral.org,
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Lay worship leaders
Since October, thirteen people have been meeting on
Thursday evenings at the Cathedral to take part in the
new Lay Worship Leaders ministry pathway. This
pilot course has seen the group studying the theology
of worship as seen in the Old and New Testaments
and Psalms, Patterns of Anglican Worship, and more
creative forms of worship as expressed through All
Age Worship, Mission Contexts, Creative Prayer and
Movement. Sessions on Leadership and Building Team
have complemented the learning, and later in the year
‘Pause for Thought’ will train the group on opening
the scriptures in worship in creative ways. It has been
a stimulating and refreshing time as we explore worship together and grow new lay leaders for the future
church. Commissioning of these new leaders will take place later in the year.

Open the book
12 primary schools in the Aire Valley and beyond, will be hearing a Bible story in their school assembly regularly. Most of
these schools are non denominational. Children love these assemblies and they tick OFSTED boxes for the school too.
35 story tellers from two towns and six villages gathered at St Mary's Riddlesden on 4th March for a training session led by
Martha Flavell of the Bible Society with Mandy Thorlby of the Otley Christian Resources Hub.
Open the Book story telling is a lay led ministry and is also ecumenical.
It's fun. "If it becomes a burden or chore you are doing it wrong" said Martha. There are 90 Bible stories in the programme
precisely set out from agreed texts which are read
aloud. There is no learning to do. Each story has an introduction, and is followed by a reflection, silence (usually well observed) and a prayer. The fun comes with the costumes, props
and inclusion of children in the drama.
Open the Book is a Bible Society programme now in its 21st
year. They have a target of reaching 50% of schools in England. Martha reported that there are 70 schools between York
and Berwick asking for a team.
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Security for churches
As we have had to close our churches for worship it is important that we are able to keep the buildings secure. West Yorkshire police have produced a checklist. They say:
“A crime against a place of worship can have a significant impact on the whole faith community. This checklist will assist you in reviewing the current security and processes around your premises that are intended to
reduce the opportunity for crime to occur.
Some buildings may be listed or have significant historic value and this can obviously restrict remedial work
around the site, including upgrades to physical security. Therefore, it is vital to take this into account when
discussing any potential changes and the correct procedures must be adhered to.
Once you have completed this checklist try to consider three changes to existing security and/or process that
will enhance what you already have around the premises, and reduce the opportunity for crime to occur.
Always take professional advice prior to progressing or agreeing to any physical security upgrades, and then
obtain three quotes before taking your choice as a consumer. Details of industry authorities can be found
within this checklist. “You can download the checklist from the COVID19 pages of the diocesan website.

Ecclesiastical have also got advice which can be found here
https://www.ecclesiastical.com/risk-management/unoccupied-properties-during-covid-19/church/

Live streaming
Many of our churches have been very inventive over the last few weeks and have been live streaming services so that
their congregations can still be part of the worshipping community, albeit from their homes. There will be some
churches who might struggle with this so in order to help those ones and to let
everyone see what happens in other churches it is important that those
churches who are streaming let the Diocesan Comms people know so that
they can add them to the list on the Diocesan website to enable more people
to access these services. Clergy are going to have to become slightly more
inventive as access to the church buildings has ceased but I am sure many will
find ways to ensure the spiritual nourishment of their congregations.
Details of churches who are streaming can be found here
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Personal Growth and Leadership
#LiveLent AND
EASTER
The Church of England has been doing a series of daily reflections all
throughout Lent, looking at God’s
creation and how we can care for it in

A second cohort of over 50 people from 13 different churches has now completed the Personal Growth and Leadership course. There has been lots of
positive feedback with people gaining confidence in both their working lives
and within their church communities. It has seen an increase in how well the
clergy and lay are working as a team in their respective parishes and has
grown people in their personal lives and relationships. The groups from the
different churches have also used the course to look at how they are engaging

all its diversity. As we now enter

with the new Diocesan Strategy.

Eastertide it has shifted its focus to

It is hoped that the course will run again in the Autumn and Spring. There

reflect on the Lord’s Prayer. You can

are just 6 sessions, once a month on a Saturday morning. If you would like

sign up to receive daily reflections by

to join the next group or want to know more about what it entails then

clicking the link.

please email either Andy Jolley or Sharon Bavington

Paul-a Biography by Tom WrightTom Wright has transformed my understanding of St Paul, and I have bookshelves groaning
with 20 worthy volumes on his writings. He gives a highly plausible account of Paul’s conversion (cut the psycho/socio/medico talk and turn to Ezekiel 1).
It was 15 years before Paul set out on his first missionary journey. Wright explains those years.
He explains also the broken-ness of 2 Corinthians. He puts all the letters in the context of
Paul’s life. This makes good sense to me.
The core of Paul’s mission was to preach that Jesus is the Messiah, the fulfilment of the Jewish
hope for the redemption of all nations. (Plenty of texts to go on there. No wonder Eutychus fell asleep. Remember
that there were daily discussions in the lecture hall of Tyrannus at Ephesus which went on for two years).
This means that the Gentiles are in. Because of the death of Jesus where the principalities and powers of the Empire and
the Religion were shown up and defeated, we Gentiles don’t need circumcision and the Mosaic law. We are included in
the new creation by faith. This was obviously controversial for his fellow Jewish contemporaries. If you minister among
Muslims you will recognise some of the issues.
I also liked Wright’s take on faith as loyalty as well as the more traditional meanings of belief and trust.
Lots and lots of goodies for the preacher to put in the well for a working over by the Holy Spirit, with delivery and application for the people of God in mind.
Oh yes, and it is an easy read!
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CONTACT DETAILS FOR AREA BISHOP, ARCHDEACON AND PA
Bishop of Bradford: Bishop Toby, bishop.toby@leeds.anglican.org 07811 467999
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