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Happy Christmas!
Christmas 2020
The recently published GRA:CE project research, Growing Good: Growth, Social
Action and Discipleship in the Church of England (from THEOS and the Church
Urban Fund) identifies six important factors in churches which are growing numerically and spiritually. These are: Presence, Perseverance; Hospitality; Adaptability;
Generosity and Participation & Invitation. As I read the report, it struck me how
these factors resonate well with Advent and Christmas themes:
Presence is about visible connection with the local community, particularly manifested through social action. “It is important not only that the church is doing good,
but also that it is known for the good it does.” (p59). The light must shine in the
darkness (John 1:5).
Perseverance ensures that a church’s active and visible community Presence has a
long-term nature, being there for the long haul. So not just being visible (become
flesh) but choosing to dwell in the community (John 1:14).

Hospitality is about being accessible to the whole community, and especially the
welcome given to those from outside the church community. It is seen (for example)
in eating with people, not just feeding them, thereby “forging a community of equality” (p88). It’s seen also in the invitation and welcome given to ‘undesirable shepherds’ and ‘foreign magi’ at Jesus’ birth.
Adaptability includes embracing complexity, particularly in the less tidy life stories
of some people churches meet through social action. “If the church is recognised as a
place where it is acceptable to bring the messiness and complexity of your life and
admit when things are difficult, it is more likely to be a place people feel they want to
join.” (p105) Cue the messy and complex nativity story …
Generosity is reflected in congregations’ “attitude and willingness to take risks in
faith” (p112), which can draw from the risky way that, in Jesus, God became a vulnerable baby, servant and crucified saviour (Philippians 2:6-8).
Finally, Participation and Invitation is welcoming others to join in with the
ways we serve our communities. “When the church is engaged in social action, it
looks most like what people outside it expect it to be and this integrity is attractive to
them.” (p128) As we recall the Patriarchs, Prophets, John the Baptist, Mary and the
many other characters surrounding Jesus’ birth, a common theme is that, no matter
how unqualified or confused they felt, they responded to God’s invitation and found their part
in His Story.
The report is well worth the read and is available
as a free Christmas gift at https://
www.theosthinktank.co.uk/cmsfiles/GRACECUF-v10-combined.pdf
May you have a blessed Advent and Happy
Christmas
Andy Jolley

Christmas
Resources
We have been busy putting together various resources that you can
use "off the peg" for your church
services during the Advent and
Christmas seasons. The main one is
a Christmas carol service with music from the City of Bradford Brass
Band, Bradford Cathedral choir
and readings from around the area,
together with a reflection and
blessing from Bishop Toby. The
whole package will be available
from 15th Dec but the individual
elements can also be downloaded
so you can "cut and paste" You'll
find everything HERE and more
will be added as we go along. If
you want to share something which
you think might be useful to other
churches please let Carmel know
and we can get this added to the
Google drive.
There are also free resources to be
found on the Diocesan website , A
Church Near You and https://
adventonline.faith/
If you are on Facebook there is also
a Facebook group called Church,
Christmas and Covid where people
have shared resources for anyone
to use.

Fountains Church moves in
I can hardly believe that it has been a
year since we officially took over the
keys to our Glydegate building. At
that time it had been used as a drug
den and was filled with drug paraphernalia, the detritus of human occupation, and what was left of every
piece of useful equipment being
stripped down and sold. It was a really sorry state.
Twelve months down the line and
phase one has been nearly completed
we have a wonderful area to worship
in that we are calling the Sanctuary
and a Cafe space.
Our worshiping community have

been really faithful during these
COVID times both when we have
met in person and online and we are
really looking forward to being able
to gather together to worship once
we can reopen. We are also really
thinking about how we can reach to
our City and draw those who don't
know Jesus towards him in these
strange times too.
If you are ever in the City Centre and
would like to come take a look and
have a chat you would be very welcome
Revd Linda Maslen

'Hope on the Edge'
Back in November, Hope on the Edge' broadcast 'Signs of Hope in
COVID-19', stories to inspire and encourage prayer in troubled times.
You can catch up with this at https://www.bradfordcathedral.org/
worship/hope-on-the-edge/

Bradford Cathedral
UNESCO AWARD
The Congo Conflict Resolution Centre, CRC, founded
by Ben and Kongosi Mussanzi has been awarded a
UNESCO prize in recognition of their work, which
goes back over 27 years.
Their son Rahema, who
currently heads up the CRC
in the Congo will be receiving the £100,000 prize.
Ben and Kongosi have been
faithful congregation members at St Augustine’s and
before that at All Saint’s
Little Horton, when they
lived in that part of Bradford. It is fantastic that their
costly and wonderful work
and that of their colleagues over so many years
has been recognised
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There's lots happening in December at Bradford Cathedral.
Every day in Advent they are
launching a video on their website,
social media and YouTube channel
as part of their
#BradventCalendar, covering reflections, music, craft activities,
poetry, how to make a
Christingle, and much more, with
maybe a familiar face or two along the way!
You can also watch many of their services online, also available for catch-up,
including their Advent carols service, music recitals and collaborations with
local groups and organisations.
You can visit the cathedral during their opening hours to put up a memory star
on the cathedral's memory tree and see one of the two cribs, one visible from
the entrance near the Broadway, the other in one of the chapels. Just follow the
star in the cathedral's tower which is now lit up!
For more information please visit https://bradfordcathedral.org/whats-on/
advent-christmas/ or search on social media for #BradventCalendar,
#ComfortAndJoy and #SparklingBradford, where you can also share photos of
your completed crafts, glass lantern or your snaps of the star in the tower!
You can also subscribe to the cathedral's YouTube channel at https://
www.youtube.com/BradfordCathedral1 - click to receive notifications to get
alerted for all the latest videos and live services and events.

COVID Bank Chaplain at BRI and St Luke’s
When I was first approached by Bishop Toby about getting involved with the above, my response
was probably a bit like yours may have been when you read it - I wasn’t sure exactly what it
would mean, but after a number of months now operating as part of the broader multi-faith
Chaplaincy team across BRI and the other Bradford Hospitals with four other Christian ministers,
I can only say that the opportunity it’s afforded to act as part of a voice of Hope in the difficult
and stressful environment of the hospital community, has been both eye-opening, and a privilege.
During the pandemic, as many of you may know, visiting patients in the hospitals has been highly
restricted. This has been a difficult and painful circumstance, both for patients and families, and
often also for hospital staff, many of whom have spoken of the pain of not being able to include
families in patient’s journeys, but also the sense of isolation that they feel working in closed
wards.
Into this, I as a complete novice to the hospital environment stepped. Like some of my colleagues
I quickly found the difference between the experience we may have previously had of pastoral
visits to individuals, and the reality of visiting many patients one after another, was quite profound. Moving from bay to bay, each time not knowing what that person might be suffering with,
what news they may just have been delivered, or what ongoing struggles might be about to present is simultaneously challenging and humbling. It has also been an incredible privilege though as one of the very few non-clinical faces who gets to have genuine face-time with patients, the
opportunities to be salt and light in times of pain and worry, including with many people who
would seldom, if ever, step foot in our church buildings, have been beautiful.
The further blessing of this particular outworking of chaplaincy at this time has been the opportunity to be present both to parish and to hospitals. While there are of course limitations to how
much any of us can be fully present to multiple communities, the opportunities to ‘crosspollenate’ between parish and hospital have been a further unexpected privilege. Whether this is
the opportunity to don PPE and visit parishioners even in the most restricted of environments
like the ‘red’ covid wards, or the chance to involve parishioners sewing festive and colourful
headgear for nursing staff looking for anything to brighten up the day in difficult circumstances,
there have been plenty of pleasant surprises!
I suspect I echo the thoughts of the many volunteer chaplains (who bring much more experience
to this area of ministry than I do, but who are also restricted from visiting at this time), when I
say that this is a powerful and rewarding place to intentionally live out our faith in Jesus, and I’d
commend it to anyone looking to volunteer after lockdown!

Revd Derek Jones, Little Horton
Coats & Quilts at Thorpe Edge
For a few years now we have been doing regular bedding
sales and more recently we have added ‘Coats for Winter.’
It all transpired through prayer and connections; there is
a real need in our community for bedding. We decided
to do our first bedding sale, charging £1 a bag and we
were overwhelmed by the donations we received but
more so by the people who turned up for much needed
bedding. The response was truly amazing. We met so
many people, so many conversations were had over home
made soup and a roll.
What a wonderful sight to see God at work right there in our church hall, needs being met
through bedding, coats, conversations and relationships being made. We at St John’s continue to reach out to the community around us, helping to meet the needs and sharing the
love of Jesus in our everyday lives.
Dawn Peacock, Churchwarden

THANKS FROM THE
CHURCH IN SUDAN
“Thank you for the love you have
shown us in this time of difficulty. God bless all those who have
given and those who are praying
for us”. Archbishop Ezekiel of
Khartoum.
Please accept his thanks to you
(or your church) who gave in
response to our Appeal. So far
we have received £70,000. This
in Christ is a great encouragement and we warmly thank you.
Funds are still coming in and we
can claim Gift Aid on some of
the donations. If you could Gift
Aid yours, please let us know via
sudanlinkcontact@gmail.com.
The Sudanese are going through
an awful time. They have just
suffered the worst monsoon
season floods in fifty years.
What we have given them has
enabled the church there in a
small way to respond in God's
loving-mercy. What you gave is
a blessing which has reached
across Sudan, a real act of fellowship, sharing in their suffering.
If you would like to hear regular
news about Sudan please sign up
to our newsletter by contacting
Dale Barton. If you would like
to purchase a calendar, there are
still some available (£3 each)
Please contact either Carmel or
Dale Barton.
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Goodbye and Thank you…
iBradford City of Culture
Bid

Bradford is bidding to becomes the
2025 City of Culture.
This is a bid for the whole district
and not just the city of Bradford. Its a chance to showcase to
the world what a dynamic, vibrant, diverse city and district it is.
If you would like to know more or
to get involved please visit
www.bradford2025.co.uk

Other bits of info
Ecclesiastical Insurance have lots
of resources for fundraising on their
website. They have an offer of Fundraising in a Box which has lots of ideas for churches
Ecclesiastical Campaign
Each weekday from the 7th to the
22nd December Ecclesiastical will be
giving 10 charities £1,000.Visit
https://
www.movementforgood.com/12day
s/#nominateACharity to find out
more

Revd Peter Mayo-Smith retired as Minister at the Eldwick Church at the end of
July and has now moved to Wales
Revd Canon Philip Gray will leave St Margaret’s Ilkley at the end of the year
and step down as Area Dean of South Craven & Wharfedale
Revd Gareth Howles is leaving Morton & Riddlesden to move to a new post as
Priest in Charge of Farsley in the Leeds EA
Revd Mark Watson is leaving Windhill and Frizinghall to take up a new post of
Interim Priest in Charge of East Ardsley in the Leeds EA in the new year
Revd Canon Vaughan Pollard is stepping down as Area Dean of Outer Bradford,
but will remain as vicar of St John’s Clayton
All the Deanery Synod reps who are stepping down from their posts this year
...and Hello and Welcome
Revd Mark Cannon who has become the new Rector of St Peter in Addingham
Revd Chris Baxfield who will be joining us from the Leeds Episcopal Area to
become the Associate Vicar of Greengates, Idle and Wrose.
The three new Licenced Local Ministers (aka Readers) who were licenced by
Bishop Toby in October: Kay Holden at St John's Clayton, Catherine Thornton
at Morton and Riddlesden and Carolyn Gomersal at Baildon.
All the new Deanery Synod reps and those continuing in post.

Lay Training News
Personal Growth and Leadership training is happening again this year! Starting
Saturday January 9th and running once a month online for 6 months, this course
is aimed at clergy and lay teams coming together from churches across the area
to look at how we release our potential to become ‘Confident Christians’,
‘Growing Churches’, ‘Transforming Communities’. If you’re interested to
know more please contact sharon.bavington@leeds.anglican.org before December 15th Here’s a film about how the PG&L course has helped one person :
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yce7JBoD-Wh945QKySTnJFdsdAu3oypq/
view?usp=sharing
Gordon Dey is offering ‘The World of Jesus’ an eight week online tour of
the Holy Land starting February 3rd, 7-9pm. For more details and to book see
‘here’. https://learning.leeds.anglican.org/course/the-world-of-jesus/
For other Lay Training news please see our latest newsletter here https://
mailchi.mp/0c8ea67692c3/lay-training-news-courses-events-and-resourcesmay-8228028

A book of Bradford poetry makes the perfect Christmas gift!
Unwrap something special this Christmas. A copy of 'Dark Angelic Mills' - poetry by
Bradford Cathedral's centenary year poet in residence Diane Pacitti - would make a
great festive present, for only £10 inc. delivery. Buy yourself a copy, or treat someone, today at https://www.bradfordcathedral.org/whats-on/dark-angelic-mills/

CONTACT DETAILS FOR AREA BISHOP, ARCHDEACON AND PA
Bishop of Bradford: Bishop Toby, bishop.toby@leeds.anglican.org 07811 467999
Archdeacon of Bradford: Andy Jolley, andy.jolley@leeds.anglican.org 07973 458403
PA: Carmel Dylak, carmel.dylak@leeds.anglican.org 0113 353 0290 / 0291
Office hours: Mon to Fri 8.30am to 5pm

