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Yorkshire YouTube push for young clergy
Locally produced film asks ‘Are you Called to Lead?’
Yorkshire vocations advisors
have joined forces to create
a new film, Called to Lead,
which invites young people to

consider ordination. Produced
by Revd Dave Young, Team
Vicar of Moor Allerton and
Shadwell, and Peter Birkinshaw,

the thirteen minute video highlights the work and ministry of
a variety of young vicars and
curates. They include Hannah
Smith, Pioneer Minister
at the Riverside Church
in Leeds, Tim Lewis, Vicar
of Girlington in Bradford,
Rob Sutherland, Vicar
of Mixenden and
Illingworth, Halifax
and Sharon Kaye,
Team Vicar at
Moor Allerton,
Leeds.

said, “This is a very exciting
film, produced by young people
for young people. I hope it
encourages more young people
to look into being ordained.”
To find out more about
vocations, you can visit www.
callwaiting.org

The Revd Peter Clement,
Director of Ordinands,
Leeds and Ripon Areas,

Local church schools to pioneer savings clubs
Church of England primary
schools in our diocese are to
be offered the chance to pilot
a pioneering project to create
school savings clubs, which will
give pupils as young as four,

practical experience of money
management.
The Economic Secretary, Andrea Leadsom MP, announced
the LifeSavers initiative in a
speech last month, and
Bradford will be one of
three areas to pilot the
Church of England programme, funded by the
Treasury for 2015.
Under the pioneering
scheme, savings clubs
administered by credit
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unions in primary schools will
encourage children to save
small, regular amounts of
money.
Richard Noake, Director of
Education for the diocese
said, “The LifeSavers project
is a fantastically conceived
programme. The fact that the
programme managers have
identified Bradford as one of
the three pilot project areas is
a real coup for the diocese and
those of us working in education.”

Spring is in
the air...

Huge response
to Iraq appeal

Bishop Jonathan
Gibbs
As I write, I am looking out on
snow and ice, but hopefully
by the time March comes
things will be warming up and
maybe a few bulbs will be
poking through into the light.
In the same way, I have been
really encouraged by my
visits to parishes, and sense
a real enthusiasm to see
new growth in the life of the
church. After all the upheavals of the last year or two,
I believe we are entering a
new phase in the life of the
church in West Yorkshire and
the Dales, with a readiness to
address the issue of growth
and to try new things for the
sake of the Gospel and the
Kingdom of God.
In one sense, what we are
seeking to do is nothing new.
After all, Jesus’ Great Commission to his disciples – his
parting words in Matthew’s
Gospel – was to tell them to
“Go and make disciples”.
Growth, both numerically
and spiritually, ought to be
the normal condition of the
church, though in the natural
course of things there will
be places where branches
have withered and need to
be pruned. But growth does
not happen accidentally. It
is the work of God’s Spirit to
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grow his Church, but we need
to allow him to work through
us – learning to shape the life
of our churches in ways that
promote growth rather than
letting things stagnate and
wither.
I am really encouraged to
hear from the people I meet
that this is what they want to
do and am looking forward
enormously to supporting and
encouraging people to do just
that in the churches of the
diocese in the years to come.
I really do believe that Spring
is in the air here in the diocese and that the Holy Spirit is
beginning to breathe new life
into our churches.
I hope and pray that you will
be ready to be part of this
new season in the Church’s
life – and to allow God to
bring a new springtime into
the life of his Church.
+Jonathan
Bishop of Huddersfield

LEEDS More than two thousand bags of winter clothes
have been delivered to St
Luke’s Holbeck for Iraqis who
were displaced from their
homes wearing only their
summer clothes. The appeal
was begun by Lydia Mitton,
wife of curate, the Revd Chris
Mitton, via a Facebook page
and the response has been
overwhelming.
Vicar, the Revd Alistair Kaye,
said, “It’s been extraordinary.
We had our Sunday service
surrounded by mountains of
bags, and everyone stayed
behind for four or five hours
to grade and bag the items.
People from all over the
diocese have come to help
and we’ve had Christian Syrians and Muslim and Christian

Iraqis helping too. It’s actually
been really good fun - with a
brilliant sense of community
and friendship.
Lydia adds, “It’s been heartbreaking to see photos of
children wearing flip flops in
the snow and to hear stories
of babies dying of hypothermia. I’m just glad the people
of Leeds can do this small
thing for them.”

It’s a pantomime service –
oh yes it is!
HUDDERSFIELD A procession
led by the Bishop of Huddersfield which included princesses, a fairy queen, handsome
prince and a pantomime
dame could be seen in the
streets of Birchencliffe last
month as part of the annual pantomime service
at the church of St Philip
the Apostle.

Bishop Jonathan said “As
a new bishop, I am getting
used to dressing in costume
and pantomime is a wonderful way of bringing people
together to have fun.”

Top sleuths
required to solve
murder mystery

The cast of Aladdin
paraded in for a special
service to celebrate
God’s gifts of musical
drama before walking
to the local community
centre for the dedication of a community
defibrillator bought with
funds raised from last
year’s pantomime.

WAKEFIELD It’s not every day
you get to witness a murder
in Wakefield Cathedral, much
less be part of your own crack
team of experts who work
together to solve the crime.
But later this month on Friday
20th March, the Cathedral will
open its doors for Murder in
the Cathedral – an event to
raise funds for the landmark
building’s latest refurbishment scheme, Project 2015.
Leading the evening, a professional team of actors will provide both victim and suspects
and weave a tapestry of clues,
motives, and red herrings.
Tickets at £20 include supper and to book ring 01924
373923.

Candlemas in Yorkshire’s
highest village church

Bishop Toby
stays on a farm

RIPON A threatened ‘polar
vortex’ failed to halt Nidderdale’s Celtic Candlemas service
held this year on February 2nd

BRADFORD The new bishop
spent a week lodging on a farm
and meeting people in the
Ilkley deanery this month, the
first of five innovative visits to
each of the Bradford deaneries.

at Yorkshire’s highest church,
St Mary’s, Greenhow, which
lies between Pateley Bridge
and Grassington.

More than sixty hardy souls
turned out for the traditional
service held at the village
church, which is 420 metres
above sea-level. They
included the Chair of
Bewerley Parish Council,
and the Mayor of Pateley
Bridge who gave the
readings.
Candlemas recalls the
Presentation of the Christ
child at the Temple - and
was also celebrated at Ripon
Cathedral where hundreds of
candles were lit throughout
the building, pictured left.

Bishop Toby Howarth said: “As
a new bishop in my first few
months in post, my priority is to
make my way around parishes
in Bradford, getting to know
people and seeing for myself
what Jesus is doing in the different communities. I will be staying in people’s homes, visiting
clergy, churches, schools and
community projects.”
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Challenges and opportunities for
rural churches in synod report
The Bishop for the Ripon
Episcopal Area, Bishop James
Bell, has presented February’s
General Synod with a new
report which looks at the chal-

lenges facing rural churches.
Released for Mission, Growing
the Rural Church has been
compiled by the Rural Affairs
Group of the General Synod
which Bishop James chairs.

a single denomination.
Nearly two-thirds of Church
of England churches - 10,199
- are in rural areas and almost

all work in groups. Writing in
the foreword to the report,
Bishop James described the
recommendations as “practical and achievable.”

The report calls for an urgent
review to try to simplify legal
governance structures of
multi-church benefices and
groups. It says that multichurch groups could also benefit from improving systems
to take care of administrative
tasks, financial accounting,
buildings and churchyard
management.

“A Christian presence in every
community is more than a
strap-line – it is the heart of
English Anglicanism. It is the
expression of our obligation, as the church for all the
people of the nation, to leave
no community untouched
by the gospel of Jesus Christ,
lived out among the people
of every place,” says Bishop
James in the report.

Ecumenical partnerships
should be encouraged says
the report, opening up the
possibility of new initiatives
that might not be possible for

“Ministry and mission in the
rural church is highly demanding of energy and imagination.
Growth is being realised but
much needs to be done.”

Bishop Nick
joins the Lords
Bishop Nick Baines, the
Bishop of Leeds, has become
a member of the House of
Lords. In a Ceremony of Introduction held on February 5th,
he became one of the twenty
six Lords Spiritual in the upper
house of parliament.
After the ceremony, Bishop
Nick said, “I’m pleased that
both the Diocese of West
Yorkshire & the Dales and the
region will be represented in
the House of Lords so soon
after this new diocese has
been formed. I look forward

to working out in the next 12
months how best to serve in
the House alongside the priority of building and serving the
diocese.”
West Yorkshire & the Dales
News
The interim editions
are being distributed to
churches across the diocese.
A new publication for the
whole diocese is being
planned for the near future.
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